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construction of subterranean parking, there is potential for these activities to cause 
damage to 6316-6324 Yucca Street through vibration or settlement, which is considered a 
significant impact. This impact is addressed through mitigation measures for vibration 
and settlement, as well as shoring. 

 
ANALYSIS OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS TO OTHER HISTORICAL RESOURCES WITHIN THE AREA OF  
POTENTIAL IMPACTS  

All additional historical resources not subject to analysis above are physically separated 
from the Project Site by other buildings, streets or distance.  Like the Project, Alternative 
8 would not result in any direct impacts to these resources. The majority of these 
resources do have views to the Project Site. Indirect impacts analysis for the Project to 
determine if the Project would result in a substantial material change to the integrity and 
significance of historical resources within the Project vicinity identified no significant 
indirect impacts. Indirect impacts under Alternative 8 would be the same as those under 
the Project and would not result in significant indirect impacts to historical resources 
within the vicinity of the Project Site. 

 

SUMMARY IMPACT ANALYSIS  

1. Impacts from Demolition 

Like the Project, Alternative 8 does not propose the demolition of any building, structure 
or object that is considered a historical resource under CEQA. Therefore, Alternative 8 
would not involve demolition of a significant historical resource and there would be no 
direct impacts to historical resources from demolition. 

2. Impacts from Relocation, Conversion, Rehabilitation or Alteration   

Like the Project, Alternative 8 does not include the relocation, rehabilitation or 
conversion of any historically significant resource, with the exception of the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame for which a mitigation measure is provided. Therefore, with the exception 
of the Hollywood Walk of Fame, for which a mitigation measure is provided, Alternative 
8 would not involve relocation, conversion, rehabilitation or alteration that results in 
significant direct impacts to historical resources. 

3. Alteration of the Surroundings of Historical Resources 

Like the Project, Alternative 8 would not affect the integrity of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, association or setting of any historical resource located on or in the 
vicinity of the Project Site. All resources would remain intact in their current locations, 
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their important character-defining features would be retained, and none of them would be 
materially altered by new construction associated with Alternative 8. Despite the 
alteration of resource surroundings, all of the relevant aspects of integrity would be 
unaffected by Alternative 8, so that the historic integrity of all historical resources would 
be retained, and the eligibility of these resources would be unaffected.  Therefore, 
potential indirect impacts due to alteration of the surroundings of historical resources 
under Alternative 8 would be less than significant. 

4. Impacts from General Construction Activity 

As is true under the Project, new construction under Alternative 8 would include 
substantial foundation work and the construction of subterranean parking. While this 
activity has the potential to cause damage from vibration and settlement, through 
compliance with applicable regulations and implementation of the mitigation measures 
presented below, potential impacts due to structural vibration and settlement on the 
Capitol Records Building and Gogerty Building would be reduced to less than significant 
level. Although the mitigation provided would avoid significant impacts on the Capitol 
Records Building and Gogerty Building, and would provide similar protections to the 
other proximate historical buildings subject to potential structural damage from 
vibration and settlement, including the Pantages Theatre, the Avalon Hollywood, and 
the building located at 6316-24 Yucca Street/Art Deco Storefront, because these 
mitigation measures as described below require the consent of other property owners, who 
may not agree to participate in their implementation, it is conservatively concluded that 
structural vibration and settlement impacts on proximate historical resources under 
Alternative 8 would remain significant and unavoidable after implementation of 
mitigation measures.     

SUMMARY OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON HISTORICAL RESOURCES 

Analysis of potential impacts reveal the following: 

1) Without mitigation, Alternative 8, like the Project, has the potential for 
significant impacts on the Hollywood Walk of Fame and historical buildings on 
and adjacent to the Project Site due to potential structural vibration and 
settlement. With implementation of Alternative 8, there would be no change in 
the CEQA impact findings identified for the Project as reflected in the Historical 
Resources Technical Report prepared by HRG, and as reflected in the Draft EIR 
for the Hollywood Center Project.  The same mitigation measures that apply to 
the Project would apply to Alternative 8, as provided below, and the level of 
significance after implementation of mitigation measures would also be the same. 
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RECOMMENDED MITIGATION MEASURES 

The following mitigation measures from the Draft EIR (as revised in the Final EIR) that 
apply to the Project, would also be implemented to reduce potential impacts on historical 
resources associated with Alternative 8.  It should be noted Mitigation Measure MM-CUL-
1 and MM-CUL-2 are from Section IV.C, Cultural Resources, of the Draft EIR and that 
Mitigation Measure MM-NOI-4, which addresses structural vibration, is from Section 
IV.I, Noise, of the EIR, and includes reference to historical as well as non-historical 
buildings that require vibration monitoring.  

MM-CUL-1: Prior to any disturbance to the Hollywood Walk of Fame, a City of Los Angeles 
designated Historic-Cultural Monument, the Applicant shall contact the Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce/Hollywood Historic Trust (Chamber/Trust) directly via letter detailing the location of 
the Project Site, its potential impact on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, Project timeframe, list of 
affected stars and surrounding sidewalk area, proposed procedures for removal of stars, where and for 
how long the stars would be stored, how they would be secured, and other relevant details.  The 
Chamber/Trust would reply via letter with the required procedures related to alterations to the 
Hollywood Walk of Fame and a list of contractors approved for such work.  Additionally, the 
Chamber/Trust would request a formal in-person meeting between the Applicant, Chamber/Trust 
officials, and staff from the Office of Historic Resources and Department of Public Works Bureau of 
Engineering to discuss the process in greater depth.  Written correspondence to the Chamber/Trust 
shall be sent to the address that follows: Hollywood Chamber of Commerce, 6255 Sunset Boulevard, 
Suite 150, Hollywood, CA 90028.  Accepting that specific details for removal, storage and, 
replacement of affected stars and terrazzo shall be determined through coordination with the 
Chamber/Trust, the following general procedures shall be implemented: 

• Photographic and documentary recordation of the location of each Hollywood Walk of 
Fame star potentially impacted by project construction shall be completed by a qualified 
architectural historian meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification 
Standards for Architectural History; 

• Prior to any construction or demolition activities that have the potential to damage the 
sidewalk along Vine Street, each section of sidewalk containing a star that cannot be 
reasonably protected in place shall be cut and carefully removed [by a qualified restoration 
contractor] within its respective bronze-bordered square as specifically directed by 
Chamber/Trust procedures.  Each affected star shall be promptly crated and stored, at a 
secured off-site location; 

• •Following completion of Project construction, reinstallation of each affected star at its 
original documented location shall occur within a newly poured, color-matched terrazzo 
sidewalk [by a qualified restoration contractor] with work completed to the satisfaction of 
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the Chamber/Trust, the Office of Historic Resources, and the Department of Public Works 
Bureau of Engineering; and,  

• Excavation and construction activities in the vicinity of the Hollywood Walk of Fame and 
work conducted by the restoration contractor to remove, store, and replace affected areas of 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame, shall be monitored by a qualified historic preservation 
consultant meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards for 
Architectural History and documented in a monitoring report that shall be provided to the 
City of Los Angeles, Office of Historic Resources, and the Chamber/Trust. 

 

MM-CUL-2: Excavation and shoring have the potential to damage buildings in close proximity to 
the Project Site; therefore, the following procedures are required for shoring system design and 
monitoring of excavation, grading, and shoring activities are proposed: 

• Excavation and shoring plans and calculations for temporary shoring walls shall be 
prepared by a California Registered Civil Engineer experienced in the design and 
construction of shoring systems and hired under the excavation subcontractor.  The shoring 
systems shall be selected and designed in accordance with all current code requirements, 
industry best practices, and the recommendations of the Project Geotechnical Engineer.  
Maximum allowable lateral deflections for the Project Site are to be developed by the 
Project Geotechnical Engineer in consideration of adjacent structures, property, and public 
rights-of-way.  These deflection limits shall be prepared in consideration of protecting 
adjacent historic resources.  The shoring engineer shall produce a shoring design, 
incorporating tie-backs, soldier piles, walers, etc., that is of sufficient capacity and stiffness to 
meet or exceed the Project strength and deflection requirements.  Calculations shall be 
prepared by the shoring engineer showing the anticipated lateral deflection of the shoring 
system and its components and demonstrating that these deflections are within the 
allowable limits.  Where tie-back anchors shall extend across property lines or encroach into 
the public rights-of-way, appropriate notification and approval procedures shall be followed.  
The final excavation and shoring plans shall include all appropriate details, material 
specifications, testing and special inspection requirements and shall be reviewed by the 
Project Geotechnical Engineer for conformance with the design intent and submitted to 
LADBS for review and approval during the Grading Permit application submission.  The 
Project Geotechnical Engineer shall provide on-site observation during the excavation and 
shoring work.  

• The general contractor shall hire a California Registered Professional Engineer or 
California Professional Land Surveyor to prepare an Adjacent Structures Construction 
Monitoring Plan, subject to review and approval by LADBS, prior to initiation of any 
excavation, grading, or shoring activities to ensure the protection of adjacent historic 
resources from damage due to settlement during construction and excavation.  The Adjacent 
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Structures Construction Monitoring Plan shall be carried out by a California Professional 
Land Surveyor and establish survey monuments and document and record through any 
necessary means, including video, photography, survey, etc. the initial positions of adjacent 
structures, sidewalks, buildings, utilities, facades, cracks, etc. to form a baseline for 
determining settlement or deformation.  Upon installation of soldier piles, survey 
monuments shall be affixed to the tops of representative piles so that deflection can be 
measured. The shored excavation and adjacent structures, sidewalks, buildings, utilities, 
facades, cracks, etc. shall be visually inspected each day. Survey monuments shall be 
measured at critical stages of dewatering, excavation, shoring, and construction but shall not 
occur less frequently than once every 30 days.  Reports shall be prepared by the California 
Professional Land Surveyor documenting the movement monitoring results.   

• Appropriate parties shall be notified immediately and corrective steps shall be identified 
and implemented if movement exceeds predetermined thresholds, calculated amounts, or if 
new cracks, distress, or other damage are observed in adjacent structures, sidewalks, 
buildings, utilities, façades, etc. In the event that settlement due to excavation or 
construction activity causes damage requiring repairs to the historic features of adjacent 
historic buildings, (specifically the Capitol Records Building, the Gogerty Building, 
Pantages Theatre, Avalon Hollywood, and 6316-24 Yucca Street/Art Deco Building 
storefront), that work shall be performed in consultation with a qualified preservation 
consultant and in accordance with the California Historical Building Code and the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards, as appropriate. 

• Foundation systems are to be designed in accordance with all applicable loading 
requirements, including seismic, wind, settlement, and hydrostatic loads, as determined by 
the California Building Code and in accordance with the recommendations provided by the 
Project Geotechnical Engineer.  Foundation systems are anticipated to consist of cast-in-
place concrete mat foundations supported by cast-in-place concrete drilled shaft or auger 
cast piles.  Driven piles shall not be used. 

 

NOI-MM-4: Vibration Monitoring. The Applicant shall perform structural vibration monitoring 
during Project construction as follows: 

a. Prior to start of construction, the Applicant shall retain the services of a licensed building 
inspector or structural engineer, or other qualified professional as approved by the City, to 
visit the following buildings, which are located either on-site or immediately adjacent to the 
Project Site, to inspect and document (video and/or photographic) the apparent physical 
condition of the building’s readily-visible features. This includes both historic buildings and 
non-historic buildings in proximity to the Project Site. For the historic buildings listed 
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below, inspection and documentation shall also be carried out by and in coordination with a 
qualified preservation consultant. The non-historic buildings are as follows: 

• AMDA Vine Building 

• Argyle House 

• Single-story commercial building at 1718 N. Vine Street (if this building has been 
issue demolition permits or has already been demolished as part of Related Project 
No. 2, the provisions of this mitigation measure do not apply to this structure). 

The historic buildings are as follows: 

• Capitol Records Building (on-site) 

• Gogerty Building (on-site) 

• Pantages Theatre (off-site) 

• Avalon Hollywood (off-site) 

• 6316-24 Yucca Street/Art Deco Building Storefront (off-site) 

b.  The Applicant shall retain the services of a qualified acoustical engineer and/or structural 
engineer to develop and implement a vibration monitoring program during the site 
demolition and grading/excavation, capable of documenting the construction-related 
ground vibration levels at the buildings listed above. The vibration monitoring systems 
shall be placed at receptor building façades closest to Project construction activity or placed 
at a representative location if a receptor building façade is not accessible and shall 
continuously measure (in vertical and horizontal directions) and store the peak particle 
velocity (PPV) in inch/second. The systems shall also be programmed for two preset 
velocity levels: a warning level of 0.09 inch/second (PPV) for the off-site historic structures, 
0.15 inch/second (PPV) for the single-story commercial building at 1718 N. Vine Street (not 
required if this building has been issued demolition permits or has already been demolished 
as part of Related Project No. 2), 0.25 inch/second (PPV) for the AMDA Vine Building, and 
0.45 inch/second (PPV) for the Capitol Records Building, Gogerty Building, and the Argyle 
House and a regulatory level of 0.12 inch/second (PPV) for the off-site historic structures, 
0.2 inch/second (PPV) for the single-story commercial building at 1718 N. Vine Street (not 
required if this building has been issued demolition permits or has already been demolished 
as part of Related Project No. 2), 0.30 inch/second (PPV) for the AMDA Vine Building, and 
0.50 inch/second (PPV) for the Capitol Records Building, Gogerty Building, and the Argyle 
House. In cases where a receptor building façade is not accessible, the two preset velocity 
levels shall be programmed at equivalent levels based on distance and soil characteristics 
that affect vibration transmission over that distance. The systems shall also provide real-
time alert when the vibration levels exceed the two preset levels. The noise and vibration 
monitoring program shall include a description of the monitoring equipment specifications, 



 

 

MEMORANDUM 

Hollywood Center Alternative 8 Analysis 
HISTORIC RESOURCES GROUP 
12 S. Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 200, Pasadena, CA 91105-3816 
Telephone 626 793 2400, Facsimile 626 793 2401 
www.historicresourcesgroup.com 

 

 

27

calibration certificates, exact monitoring locations (which shall be coordinated with the 
property owners for the buildings listed in “a.” above), and protocols for data collection, 
reporting, alerting, maintenance and calibration, and unplanned outage. Selected monitoring 
systems shall be capable of unmanned operation during periods of on-site Project 
construction activity, with internal storage and remote data download. Systems shall be 
capable of measuring the inch/second PPV in all three axes (vertical and two horizontal) 
simultaneously. The monitoring program shall specify the protocols for threshold 
exceedance, including, but not be limited to, which personnel are designated to receive 
alerts, how the alerts shall be sent (text message, email, etc.), and how the vibration event 
shall be documented and reported. The program shall include regular reporting no less 
frequently than weekly. 

c. The vibration monitoring program shall be submitted, for review and approval to the 
Department of Building and Safety, prior to initiating any construction activities. 

d. In the event the warning level (i.e., 0.09, 0.15, 0.25, and 0.45 inch/second [PPV], or 
equivalent levels) is triggered, the contractor shall identify the source of vibration 
generation and provide feasible steps to reduce the vibration level, including but not limited 
to staggering concurrent vibration-generating construction activities (if doing so would not 
pose a safety risk to personnel or damage risk to buildings or facilities) and utilizing lower 
vibratory techniques. 

e. In the event the regulatory level (i.e., 0.12, 0.20, 0.30, and 0.50 inch/second [PPV], or 
equivalent levels) is triggered, the contractor shall identify the source of vibration 
generation and implement feasible steps identified in Item “d” above to reduce the vibration 
level from construction activities to avoid or minimize damage from construction activities 
in the vicinity of the building. The contractor shall visually inspect the building for any 
damage. Results of the inspection must be logged. 

 f.  In the event damage occurs to the historic features of historic buildings due to 
construction vibration, such features/materials shall be repaired in consultation with a 
qualified preservation consultant, and, if warranted, in a manner that meets the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards. 

 

 




